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UM ARCHIVES--UNDERFINANCED AND
UNDERSTAFFED--BUT STILL GROWING
By Noel K. Larrivee
Information Services

~1
~liSSOULA--

Underfinanced and understaffed, the University of Montana Library Archives is experiencing growing pains trying to collect and preserve original source material relative to
Montana history and the West.
The UM Library Archives is now situated in four different locations on the Missoula
campus--the Women's Center, Liberal Arts Building, Library and Miller Hall, plu·s some
materials at Fort Missoula.

Dale L. Johnson, University archivist, said the opening of

the new library would alleviate a large portion of the problem by allowing archives
employes to consolidate all the materials into one area.
The Library Archives consists of diaries, photographs, newspapers, original manuscripts, records, ledgers, correspondence and legal papers of different companies and
individuals .

Some of the material has been processed and recorded on microfilm.

Other

material is now in the processing stage.
The collection was started seven years ago through the efforts of Dr. K. Ross Toole,
Hamil ton, Hammond professor of western history at UM.

The first few years \vere spent

searching and collecting material from different parts of the state.
Dr . Toole also went to work trying to obtain a full-time archivist and ended up
assisting with \11/hat he calls training a "home-grown archivist."
more
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Johnson, a native of Billings, received his Bachelor of Science and Master of Arts
degrees from

U~l

in 1957 and 1965, respectively, and is now working towards his doctorate.

'He has had archival training at the University of Washington, Seattle; University of Wisconsin,
Madison, and at the National Archives, Washington, D.C.
Johnson went to \oJork in the fall of 1968 processing and collecting papers- -tons of
papers--and now the archives consists of approximately 2,000 linear feet of organized and
~

yet-to-be organized material.
Johnson is assisted by a work-study student, Bill T. Buster, a sophomore

from~

Timber, and indirectly by graduate students doing research.
Several research projects are under way right now in different parts of the state.
Philip Driscoll, Charlo, is studying the early history of the

~1ission

Valley.

Paul

Hartwig is studying the economic history of his hometown, Havre. One project recently
completed was an investigation into the causes of the frulure of the Gilman State Bank.
Jeffrey L. Cunniff, Great Falls, did the research on the bank that exis ted

at one time in

a town 53 miles west of Great Falls.
One of the largest additions to the Library Archives will be the donation of the Mansfield papers, made by Senate Majority Leader r·1ike

~tans field.

The papers wi 11 be given to

the University follmoJing completion of the ne\oJ Library, \oJhen there is enough space to house
the large volume of papers, correspondence and manuscripts of Montana's long serving
senator.
What is produced from all this preservation activity?

Johnson cites one of the most

recent and relevant examples--the book entitled "Montana Genesis."

Another example is

the "Montana Historian," a magazine which is written by high school students from entirely
~'

locai sources.
"These students not only get out into the community and interview local citizens who
have had some connection with local businesses or significant events, but they also compose
the information gathered into articles which will be read by other high school students in
Montana,'' Johnson emphasized.
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Dr. Toole has underscored the need to make a concerted effort to collect the vast
quantity of material available before it is too late.
''A social science department without an archives is like a physicist without test
tubes; you have to have the proper tools to do the job right," Dr. Toole said.

"A manu-

script collection of breadth, depth and variety is not incidental to a good graduate program
in history; it is fundamental.
The

U~1

''

Library Archives is also responsible for preserving information that may be

used as historical documents at some later date, such as data pertaining to the Constitutional Convention.
UM also cooperates with the "Council to Preserve Montana History," a group of
history professors, librarians and archivists from Ut-1,

~fontana

State University, Bozeman;

Northern Montana College, Havre; Eastern Montana College, Billings, and the Montana Historical
Society, Helena.

The council encourages the collection and preservation of

~fontana's

historical material.
Anyone desiring more information or having material to donate should write
Dale Johnson, Archives, University of Montana Library, Missoula, Mont. 59801.
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